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Ihjpnum gcorpioides L. Eurasia. Greenland, Labrador, New-

foundland, Miquelon, Anticosti, Gaspe, New Hampshire, Vermont,

Ontario, Peace River, Canadian Rockies, British Columbia, Yukon,

Alaska.

Camptothectum nitens (Schreb.) Sehiinp. Eurasia. Hudson Strait,

Labrador, Anticosti, Gaspe, New Brunswick, Vermont, Rhode

Island, Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, Ontario, Minnesota,

Saskatchewan, Peace River, Canadian Rockies, British Columbia,

Northwest Territory, Alaska.

Hypnwn frifariuni Web. & Mohr. Eurasia. Greenland, Gaspe,

Ontario, Ohio, British Columbia. No record of this species having

been collected in NewEngland has been found.

Even a casual perusal of the distribution of the last four species,

as here outlined, will show the striking similarity of general range.

The collections of the writer in the (Jaspe Peninsula during the past

four years have demonstrated the fact that there they, especially the

last three, are occasionally associated in the marly bogs and along

marly pond margins. The strikingly similar general range of the

four in North America at least suggests the possibility that they may
be closely associated elsewhere than in (iaspe and Maine. That the

last named species has not been reported from as many stations as the

other three may be due partly to the fact that it often grows more or

less scattered or isolated through great colonies of much more con-

spicuous mosses, for example, Ili/pnum xeorpioides.

Providence, R. 1.

VIOLA CIIINENSIS IN THE EASTERNUNITED STATES.

Ezra Brainerd.

The behavior of Viola chinensis in four or five localities in the

Eastern States indicates the possibility of its becoming established as

a more or less troublesome weed. The story of the introduction of the

gjrpsy moth and of the English sparrow into the United States, and

of the American water-weed, Elodea canadensis, into the canals and

rivers of England, should make us watchful of foreign plants or animals,

that are cultivated from scientific curiosity.
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I first made the acquaintance of Viola chinensis in the violet beds

of the New York Botanical Garden. Numerous seedling plants

were noticed, scattered about and growing with other species. In

several instances it was the only plant that answered to a label such as

Viola hirta (of Europe) or V. odontophora (of the Rocky Mts.). Evi-

dently in these cases the plant originally set had died, and the self-

sown V. chinensis, springing up in its place, had been taken by the

gardener for the rightful plant. At the time I utterly failed to make

out the proper name of the usurper; but plants and seeds were ob-

tained for further study in my own garden.

I soon learned to connect this puzzle with another. In the Britton

Manual, p. 637, there is described a stemless, purple violet, "escaped

from cultivation and established, Washington, 1). C. Adventive from

Europe," under the name " Viola laneifolia Thore." But a moment's

reference to a European Botany reveals the fact that Thore's V.

laneifolia is a stemmed violet, allied to, if not a variety of, the Dog-

violet (V. eanina). Yet however unaccountable the use of this name
might be, the plant so designated by Mr. Pollard was evidently identi-

cal with the lusty stranger at Bronx Park.

The plants transferred to the Middlebury garden seemed but little

disturbed by the change, and kept on producing seeds until late in the

autumn. The following spring numerous young plants came up

within a radius of eight feet from the mother plants, so that I destroyed

the fine crop that had appeared from seeds intentionally sown in the

seed boxes, —realizing that my guest was making himself rather too

much at home with me. A few weeks later I received living plants of

the same thing from Prof. Fernald, of Cambridge, who spoke of it as

a strange violet which "has become a weed in a large portion of the

Botanic Garden."

On my next visit to Washington, last April, I was able through the

kind assistance of Mr. Theo. Holm to clear up much of the mystery

that had surrounded the plant. Specimens sent to Mr. W. Becker,

the violet specialist of Berlin, were pronounced by him to be Viola

chinensis G. Don, a native of Eastern Asia. Mr. Holm was informed

at the Botanic Garden that the plants came from seed obtained in

England about twenty years ago, and that it had spread as a weed in

the garden. I saw it also well established in the grounds about Mr.

Holm's residence in Brookland, D. C, to which he had transferred

plants about ten years previous.
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The plant though very distinct from any American species, is yet

more nearly allied to our V. sagittata and V. cucullain than to any

species of Europe or of Western America, —another instance of the

close relationship, pointed out by Dr. Gray, between the Flora of

northeastern Asia and that of northeastern America. V. chinetuts

has a long, stout, somewhat branching root, and seems well prepared

to withstand drought, or the hot sun of open fields. The flower is

lilac-purple; the spur 7 mm. long, rounded at the end, much com-

pressed laterally, being 4 mm. wide but only 1.5 mm. thick. The

numerous cleistogamous capsules are ovoid, green, on erect peduncles.

Most of the stations named are populous cities of Japan or Eastern

China; from which we may surmise that the species is more or less

domesticated, and thrives in cultivated ground in the Orient, as it

certainly does with us.

MmnLEBURY,Vermont.

SPHAGNUMFAXONII; AX ADDITION TO THE
FLORAOF NEWENGLAND.

Carl Warnstorf.

SlNCE my friend the late Edwin Faxon was one of the original mem-
bers of the New England Botanical Club, it seems fitting that the

Sphagnum which I have recently named in his memory should be

brought to the attention of his old associates by publishing in Rho-
dora a translation of the original description. 1

I wish to say, by way
of preface, that Mr. Faxon, an indomitable collector of Sphagna, sent

me for investigation during the nineties thousands of specimens from

New England, all prepared with the most pains-taking care. To
many others than myself "Sphagna Boreali-Americana Exsiccata,"

an extremely noteworthy collection of one hundred seventy-two repre-

sentative specimens of American peat mosses issued by Faxon in col-

laboration with Professor D. C. Eaton, stands as testimonial to his

persevering and accurate work as a collector. Faxon was preemi-

1 Nene tniropaisclie mid ausst'ieuiopaisehe Torfmoose. Hedvvigia XLVII. p. 117

(1908).


